THE BEAST FROM THE ABYSS
we have to ask also how much of the revolutionary tendencies
from which the totalitarian regimes have so far profited corre-
sponds to changed realities and must, therefore, be accepted as
positive elements and added to the historic traditions of the West.
We have to ask what elements of the revolution should be furthered
as healthy elements of genuine progress, and what have to be
fought as subversive tendencies of revolutionary Nihilism or as
doctrinaire utopianism.
Can this distinction be drawn with certainty to-day?
In the confusion of the indispensable social, economic, and
political reforms with doctrinaire utopianism, which demands a
final and permanent world order, lies the danger ahead of us. To
oppose the idea of a rationally planned order is to run at once into
suspicion of being a reactionary. Doctrinaires of all shades are
even ready to accept a lowered standard of existence for the
masses, and a universal loss of freedom, if only their scheme of
rational planning is carried out, whereas the sound and natural
proceeding would be to introduce planning only where it is
necessary for the attainment of the desirable higher state of
economic security and social justice, and this only when planning
alone can secure this. Social reforms and the limitation or removal,
of special privileges are necessary. But this requires only legislative
reform, not a new system created out of the rational elements of a
doctrine and the irrational elements of a social myth.
There are, after all, only two ways out of chaos. Either we must
carry the technical revolution and the rise of the masses to their
logical conclusion, in which case a rationalized order involving
compulsion becomes inevitable; or we must form from the great
Western tradition, from the historic elements which up to now
have determined the destiny of the European nations, an order
which is in harmony with the new trends in real life, but which
is still in the line of development of past traditions.
Is there a third course? In addition to a radical and a tradi-
tionalist solution, is there a social-revolutionary one? The only
possible answer is No. There is none. That third solution would
lead us inescapably downward to the radical and totalitarian
solution, arriving at the same ultimate stage as in all past
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